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Dgar Ms. Eanlon:

I understand from the Auerican Nuclear Scolsly (ANS) thau
DOE hsz solicited input concerrning Yucca Mouvntain. Thisg
messace provides my personal opinion, based on 26 years
working in the nuclear industry (first for Rancock &% Wilcox
and then for Framatome) .

Nen-technical friends and nelgnbors are always asking,

“What are we going to Jdo abgut nuclear wast=2?" T tell themn
it is a political preblem, not a technical one. The
evidence cited by ANS makes me even more confident of that
SOgwer

I encourage DOR to cowplets gqualificaticn of Yucca Mountain
as & high-le2vel waste repcsitory and Lo get on with
receiving gpent fuel from commercial nuclear plants. I
fear that failure o do so could mean decadss more of scudy
and irdecision. One conseguence will bhe continued erosion
of public comfidence in this important contrzibutor to US
electric generating capaclity.

Sincerely,

Xk Jlidd

Richard . Paotekhen
3635 East Woodside Avenue
Lyrchburg, Virginia 24503
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